


Cyprus: A Contemporary Problem in Historical Perspective is an extraordinar-
ily sensitive and balanced analysis of an international crisis whose most recent
phase was created in 1974 when Turkey invaded and occupied 37 percent of
the island.  This scholarly assessment could be useful in the hands of those who
honestly seek to understand the nature of the Cyprus Question and those who
may strive toward its solution.  Whereas the Cyprus imbroglio affects primarily
the various communities living on the island, chief among them the Greek and
Turkish Cypriots, its international dimensions involve directly Greece and
Turkey and other NATO allies, especially Britain and the United States.  Fur-
thermore, now that Cyprus is a member of the European Union, solution to
this protracted crisis has become a European concern.
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Public officials and academics have their own informed perspectives of the
world and its problems.  The wisdom I gained over the years by talking with
common people in villages and towns across Cyprus is a testament to their ma-
turity, their courage in adversity, and their yearning for peace and coexistence.
I wish that more foreign diplomats had taken the time to understand this land
and its people, rather than attempt to impose schemes serving interests other
than those of the people of Cyprus.
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