Britain and the International Status of Cyprus deals with British policy on the
issue of the future status of Cyprus during the 1955–59 revolt. The author
argues that the main priority of the British was the preservation of their
influence in the Middle East which presupposed full sovereignty in Cyprus.
They also took exceptional care not to displease Turkey over the fate of the
island, for they viewed Ankara as their major ally in the Middle East. British
policy-makers, therefore, resisted the aspiration of the Greek Cypriots (80
percent of the island’s population) for Enosis (union with Greece). In 1956, in
their efforts to satisfy Turkey, they went as far as to indicate that, if they were
to leave, they would favor partition of the island between Greece and Turkey.
Subsequently, Britain realized that partition was not a practical solution and
reluctantly abandoned the idea, in spite of increasing Turkish demands for
immediate partition. In discussing the shaping of British policy in one of the
most interesting international questions of the postwar era, the author also
deals with U.S., Greek, and Turkish policy. This well-researched study, timely
and informative, provides the background necessary for understanding why the
Cyprus question remains unresolved.
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